Aetat. 64.]
Happy revolutions.
257
General Paoli observed, that ' successful rebels might V MARTINELLI. ' Happy rebellions/ GOLDSMITH. ' We have no such phrase.' GENERAL PAOLI. 'But have you not the thing?' GOLDSMITH. 'Yes; all our happy revolutions. They have hurt our constitution, and will hurt it, till we mend it by another HAPPY REVOLUTION.' I never before discovered that my friend Goldsmith had so much of the old prejudice in him.
General Paoli, talking of Goldsmith's new play, said,' // a fait un compliment tres gracieux ct une certaiue grande dame/ meaning a duchess of the first rank2.
I expressed a doubt whether Goldsmith intended it, in order that I might hear the truth from himself. It, perhaps, was not quite fair to endeavour to bring him to a confession, as he might not wish to avow positively his taking part against the Court. He smiled and hesitated. The General at once relieved him, by this beautiful image: '•Monsieur Goldsmith est comme la mer, quijctte des perles et beau-coup d'autres belle choses, sans sen apperccvoir' GOLDSMITH. 'Tres bien dit ct tres elegamment?
A person was mentioned, who it was said could take down in short hand the speeches in Parliament with perfect exactness. JOHNSON. ' Sir, it is impossible. I remember one, Angel, who came to me to write for him a Preface or
1 Paoli perhaps was thinking of himself. While he was still ' the successful rebel' in Corsica, he had said to Boswell:—' The arts and sciences are like dress and ornament. You cannot expect them from us for some time. But come back twenty or thirty years hence, and we'll shew you arts and sciences.' Boswell's Corsica, p. 172.
a ' The Duke of Cumberland had been forbidden the Court on his marriage with Mrs. Horton, a year before; but on the Duke of Gloucester's avowal of his marriage with Lady Waldegrave, the King's indignation found vent in the Royal Marriage Act: which was hotly opposed by the Whigs as an edict of tyranny. Goldsmith (perhaps for Burke's sake) helped to make it unpopular with the people: " We'll go to France," says Hastings to Miss Neville, " for there, even among slaves, the laws of marriage are respected." Said on the first night; this had directed repeated cheering to the Duke of Gloucester, who sat in one of the boxes.' Forster's Goldsmith, ii. 358. See ante, ii. 175. II.—"17                                                                 Dedicationnstm a^tin-a Umkr   H«o well commonly describes Hurke us'an rmtwm frirnd «4 *«ui-»; hut hr could not do so as yet, fur he iirht mc-t him iiClren ilay?. l.«n    St-r p,-it. April 30,
